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nput selechion ks one of the twa rant
panel reganes, with a matching cemirad amea
housing LEDH for poveer statos and the
sefeied inpuit. Thene is also an LED for tape
. The remairsng motary contred & an
LS analogus wolume control, and the unit n

supplied with & system remate control which
an be used to operate 8 Copland CD player
Four and sght-ohm taps se available for
loudspeakers, but as with most vahe amgrs
soursd quality nppears best with the eigha-clsm
tagn, espective of the speakers used

Thesg Sff SOME Mool geactical
cornademrtom 16 watch, though, One b that
dupaater polaty 5 inverted feom pominal,
won thit arcre becaise it appasently
simpifies the construchion of the case design
To masiiaen comict phase i & system that
dowss e irweri phisa alsrwiieee, the
connectssn 1o the wesiers should be revessad
at tha ammpdidier oo depaaker end. A8
Copland points oul, connscting the speakers
W 1o the imstructions on the back of
ervures comect phase without
al elecironics. The low-2eeed lino
1. re non-imvertang. Alio, the anv/olf
of an attached Copland CD player (the
lactuses SupgEtts wilng the sxrellan
COAB2 TN can be remiote controlled nsen the
12V remoie (ack fated 1o the hack pamsel

The amphfes inchades an auts power off
5 Inggersd when the amg s not
sght howr. This is 2 ety
SOME COUITNES, INOUGN amps
ckher markets are manidactired
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Copland CTA405 integrated amplifier |Review|

“The CTA405 is no refugee from the 1960s, as
so many valve amps appear to be. Instead, it
is a vital, lively and agile sounding amplifier.”

Build quality and finrsh ame very high, and
aperational feel 5 up there with the best. Bul
thore who know Copland expect notheng less

SOUND QUALITY
The company nams was inspemd by (v ]
Moller's bove of the capncious misec of Aarn
Copland, which might seem ut of chasacter
for & man wha @ femously gukst and
seff-affaceng. But quiet and self-eftacing are
not how Copland amplifiers present
thesrreebers, and that's partularly true of the
CTASDS. Fut another way, the CTASDS s na
refugee fram the 19605, as 50 many vabwe
amps sppear o be. Instead, it s a wital, Ively
and agile sounding amplifie. Il you didn't
notice the illummated botikes glowing insade
|ared in daylight you probably wouldn't], these's
liale to bebray the theemiomc valve hemiag
Of course, them i anly ane real way of

evaluating the tue worth af any ki
component. It i 0 ardwer the simple
nuestion: could we live with this product?
Resstating the question &o ke valug ino
aocoust, we coukd instead ask if someons had
the much money to spend on &n ampliier that
doss what this ann does, could they live

thout it The answer would be 4 Lm,
et in the first case, and @ negateas 10
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the sacond. Thes & ane of the very best
nbegrated amplifiers. v lnow of at thi prce,
Enil vesy possitily the best valve-based design
of i ilk angand a3 the moment.

Il wis. Chear that the Copland was ths good

by sourding quineysentaly vibve-{ie
almost the eeact apposite. Theee i no fabe
warmth hese, na soft, vabee-like treble, and 1he
midband & much bodder mone architectural
and more fully foemed tham might be sxpected
of a vabm 2mp. Marg uefully, thess w no

obwious Sign that the sound vanes wat
difespnt boads or that i responds differently s
the valume level changes The amg’s
performance remained consictent with & range
of spealen, and across 3 brosd volume range
VT T it saoir-faire when diven
midly mito owerkaad = the one respect in whech
the CTAAGS conformed bo vabee slerectypel
Parhaps the mast impresssye demonstration
of the Copland's extellencs vead wath & pair of
spaakers from Vienna Acoustics — a mediem
sre (locrstanding two-vary calied the
Heethoven Baby Graml. We have leamed 1o
iripect this speaier, despite & balance that's
besst described as ‘uncome
hittle cool. But wath the Copland amghilier m 3

Eatee’, eeen 8
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| Review ) Copland CTA405 integrated amplifier

iy it 6 Rotler

Copkanes. desgoer ad IO
about the gemeis of the CTASDS

ML Whiat are the technical
haghdights of the CTA4DSY

O Starting with e husicy, e

Coplard CTASDE rruin) cogait ha been deugned
on g ungie PCE. Hagh gaalty wirface ey am
mTed fedlly DEaD e il dimd (0 dchees 4
ielbile vwotch function with @ mesimem of
crotalic A sttecion on the fromt paed nemitely
coetls the reliyn, s s ALPS potentiometer i
the inflesnce of inducsd voltages m the marth fines
The: paessive oompterent of b Boda Hages o

Than. the pawer sepply i deliwrd from a
cnistoes- e GO tiioadid, witich feech o
sulnbanmial oo bank. The taealomme
MLl Rl BS mEiis spuneus
Ieaksgen, and ther am sepasans powes e i
B e and power ampliler The output & coupied
0 e foad weng outpt mnsoemess, whech s
desaymad 1 Mutermid ol wnd st curme=s, and
we found we could achieve very good perfomans
with dew lewel ol TerdBack 2t B Peofied 2x30
witlls oubput.

Hkow do yau ga abuut deageing output wtages?
e design the oulput dage 1rassfomen 5t
Cepland, with segrmiented windngs for low leakage
I, These peosde low dniortion snd high
sttty thrmugh the bandwsish, The outpul Sige
n fvwe i imspeddnce. thowgh of course it wil not be
i oy g ol st ceugn, deigns lairy
I Lo of werall negatrve femdtach

What about the scthve valve stages?
FCCHY danbrle tringes are eyl in the BIAA phane
wCtaon, and che i vl ELagw i UL Erund
(950 mctive Erodes. The divens for the power
ampifier gnn e ECCEI and te double tnode
126H7T e wnieed s phanie splstien s feed Thae b
pain of KTES3, which opesate in puhe/pull

The souned & smilar (o prevsous Copland
etegiatedy, et it sounds mom powerful, end it
has & tiginer, moes danpined sl dos maly o
The resr powes supply and e e of KTHEL

Y CCRE | et SO0
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B charge, a remarkable ransfomation
cceurred, 15 wan Ivoly and agde where
Peminusly i was keaden. The Copland, which
simply sounded in contol, did not prejudice
the analysis and disciplne of 2% music making
In combination, this amp and speaier
managed to sy more about mus than many
mone demorrsdratne counterparts

That &t arry rle (s one intepeetation; a mome
umple minded analyss & that the sheer
liveliness of the amp helped counteract a lack
of the same qualities n the loudspeaker - but
& it fums cut there was na obnously
reuprocal effect with differently balanced
foudspeaiors. The abways Bvely and aquisitely
et asdad Mardaint-Shart Perfosmance 6, for
examphe, sounded chase 1o newtral and
completely sn command with the Copland in
change af proceedings. In part, this may be
bacause the Copland i wsoessdul in aeas
wihene othes valve amps ase weak_ The bass, in
paiticulad = sohd and mustular and doewnT
sufifer audible signs of overhang or esoess.
Steren imagery i also impressively realined
Mot because it always sounds espoially wide
er deep, bul because it can do Balk of these

things, and does 50 when the souce maens!
demands, making & sobd consbuction smund
the plane of the loudspeakers when the
recondang |5 pood endugh
The posert b bear in miskd beee s thit the
Copland m subtle and respormive. It goet a
long wary to malking the mest of the matesial it
i Ted, and it = adepe at making the end et
enjoyable withowt rounding off too many of
the roigh edges whach ans often essential to
It worthwiile meproduction of gesat music it
dozsn't do what mamy valve smps do, which i
1o malke mansic istenable at the expense of i
riemal shiuchate. 1T does it job honestiy, and
withou smathering fine massical detail In
shirt, the CTAS05 is semply an excellent amp,
arespecioee al ity enabling technology, HFC
Alan Gold
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